FIGARO IN LONDON. 
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Satire should, like a polish’d razor keen, 
Wound with a touch that’s scarcely felt or seen.—Lapy Montacue. 


‘ Political Pasquinades and Political Caricatures are parts (though humble ones,) of Political history. They supply information as to the person ani! habits, 
often as to the motives and objects of public men, which cannot be found elsewhere.”,—Croxrer’s New Wuic GuIbE. 






THE WORKING OF THE RUSSELL PURGE. 
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How grievous is the disappointment which now pervades the 
community at the discovery that the Reform Bill, which was 
hailed with rapture at it’s birth, and nursed with the most 
tender care through the dangers which surrounded it in it’s 
progress towards maturity, is now not only unavailable to those | 
who expected so much from it, but it is absolutely found to be | 
of less value than nothing. We ourselves participated in the | 
general illusion, and accordingly share the chagrin attendant | 
on the discovery of it’s inefficiency. Unfortunately the laugh | 
is now on the side of our enemies, and they have for once at 
least some reason to chuckle. What fools do all we reformers 
appear, with our variegated Jamps, our public dinners and 
jubilees, for we have been all along hailing the consummation of | 
4measure that cuts down most of our once large constituencies 
to the size almost of rotten boroughs, and which instead of 


‘xtending the suffrage curtails it more than ever. The ma- 
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chinery of the great Reform Bill is all very ingenious to look 
at, but unfertunately it won’t work, and it stands an expensive 
and cumbrous monument of popular delusion and ministerial 
incapacity. Seymour, who as 2 stanch reformer shares the 
general grief, cannot help being witty at the nation’s expence, 
and in our caricature this week has shown up the effect of the 
Reform Bill in exceedingly grotesque if not very satisfactory 
colours. He has pictured it’s operation as taking away from 
the old electors that (of course venerable because constitu- 
tional) perquisite formerly enjoyed by them in the shape of 
bribery, and leaving nothing in exchange to counteract the loss 
sustained by the breaking up of the old system. The bribery 
might as well have continued, if the constituency is still to 
remain contracted, for it is but fair that all who pretend to 
represent the people in parliament, with whose choice the 
people have comparatively nothing to do, should be made to 
pay pretty high for the privilege. 

In conclusion, the failure of the Reform Bill is an unpleasant 
affair, but ‘we confidently predict that we shall have a better 
and more liberal one within the next twelve months. The dis- 
appointment already experienced will teach the people in future 
to be watchful for themselves, and not trust themselves too 
much inthe hands of doubtless very honest, but most con- 


foundedly blundering ministers. 


THE INTERPRETER. 


—————— 


The Attractions of Villany. 

The curiosity manifested by the public in general, with 
regard to miscreants of all sorts, but murderers in particular, 
is a feeling which reflects any thing rather than credit upon the 
community. No sooner is a wretch condemned to be hanged, 


than he becomes the object of maudlin sensibility, and the crea- 
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ture who renders himself by some horrible act a monster to be 
avoided by the species he has disgraced, suddenly finds himself 
invested with an attractive power as degrading to those under 
its influence, as it is to us unaccountable. 

This feeling of interest is in some cases carried to a singular 
excess, and extends not only to the person of it’s loathsome 
object, but even to those inanimate substances, such as the rope, 
aud other articles required for the purposes of execution. 

A connoisseur in this kind of vertu, has been known to give 
a guinea per inch for the cord that has been the means of doing 
execution on a murderer, and some men take a pride in posses- 
sing the identical instrument with which an assassination that 
has created a stir in the world, may chance to have been com- 
mitted. 

A person whose taste runs in favour of such articles as these, 
would doubtless take a pride in furnishing the apartments of his 
house with the disgusting trophies of crime and barbarity—the 
sack, in which Bishop and Williams conveyed the body of the 
Italian boy to King’s College, would be an inestimable rug for 
his hearth, while the ropes that served to hang the villains, 
would be invaluable as a pair of Bell pulls. If his respecta- 
Lility happens to be such as to warrant his keeping a gig, he 
would probably hunt out the identical one which was used in 
the Thurtell affair, and which, it will be remembered drew 
crowds of curious spectators some years ago to the Coburg 
Theatre. 

These observations are suggested by the late conduct of the 
press and the public with respect to the miscreant Cooke 
respecting whose life and conduct the former has supplied, and 
the latter avidly devoured the most sickening particulars. 
The Judge and all in Court are said to bave shed tears when 
sentence was passed upon the ruffian:a sign of tenderness on 
the part of all concerned, which would have been Jandable had 
it been applied more worthily. Judges, juries, and spectators 
are not apt to exhibit this simultaneous sensitiveness in mere 
ordinary cases of sentencing to death some poor creature for 
sheepstealing, or any other offence which must have been in- 
duced by poverty ; but when engaged in the really-beneficial 
duty of ridding society of a monster, and purging humanity of 
a stain, sympathy is ready with the tears which it denies to 
cases in which they might be felt aud appreciated. 


Plundering Banditti. 


The first morning the Duchess of St. Alban’s called for the overture 
to Fra Diovalo, which gaye Mr. Jenkins an opportunity of displaying 
the extraordinary eflect which be produces on the side drum. The 
Duchess subscribed two sovereigns to the band. This morning the 
Puchess was present at the Promenade, when the band played the same 
overture, and the march in Oberon, composed by Weber. The band was 
ably led by Mr. Murphy. ler Grace again subscribed two sovereigns. 
—' heltenham Correspondent of the Morning Post. 

Lhe Duchess of St. Alban’s is known to be a benevolent 
women, but the Cheltenham band are scarcely justified in play- 
ing upon her generosity to the tune of two sovereigns every 
time she ventures to get into their company. Jenkins on the 
BR a a on . ° 
‘ide drum was very well for once, but his peculiar effect upon 
that instrument seems to have a sympathetically peculiar effect 

. Yo. . We > = © 2 . ¢ , 
upon her Grace’s pocket, which the musicians seem to take 
advantage of by striking up the peculiarly effective piece of 
music, whenever they are fortunate enough to come in cuntact 
with the Duchess. If she cannot help giving away two sove- 
reigns whenever a band of music plays the overture to Fra 
Diovolo, she should eschew the fascination, for such effeets 

‘queutly introduced might play the devil with her income. 


British Benevolence. 
The income of the principal religions societies supported by voluntary 
contributions, for the year ending May, 1832, has been as fellows :-— 


British and Foreign Bible Society ............ccccc ccc ccccee £51,700 
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society ..........0...00ceee 48,200 
{hurch Missionary Society .........cee ha teat tata alae at ace IS,740 
PA on Nissionary Soci ty cese@en a eeereveee eee wo S a ee eS oe ee 31.200 
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London Hibernian Society ....c00 ceecesecseceeeeeeseecees 9,800 
Society for Promoting Christianity among the Jews ...... e+e» 11,000 
British and Foreign Seamen and Soldiers’ Friend Society 5,000 
Religious Tract Society ........cccceeeseeeeeee cee eeereccces 3,300 
Irish Evangelical Society ...........----: SUH A Cov eeeneeerses 3,000 
Home Missionary Society .....seeeeseeee Seuevesereseeeeees 4,000 
} Naval and Military Bible Society ........-+-++-+- eTinTery 2,700 
| Prayer Book and Homily Society .....-...eeeee cere er ereees 2,700 
British and Foreign School Society .....-.--.+--e5 ceadead-en 2,500 
Continental Society .......ecescceerecce reece rec cerceecs 1,900 
Port of London Society ........0e-eeeeeeeeees eee eeesesveres 700 
Christian Instruction Society ....... ce ccees (esta rneacesane ° 600 
Ecclesiastical Knowledge Society ....- ETTTTrrrrTr iT Tree 440 
Sunday School Society ..ccececeecccecceeescerececcterceees 340 
London Itinerant Society .......eseseeereeeeecees cece 390 
Society for the Observance of the Lord’s Day ..... Shoes nese 240 





| 


The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, the 
Society for Promoting Religious Knowledge among the Poor, the Baptist 
Missionary Society, and various other minor institutions, not making 
up their annual accounts in May, are not included in theabove summary. 
If these were added, the gross amount contributed voluntarily in this 
country for the support of religious institutions for general purposes 
would exceed 300,0001. annually. Nottingham Review. 

The above is a lengthy and rather a curious document, show- 
ing how liberal the rich people of England can be in their 
contributions for the spiritual good of the poor, while they 
leave their bodily care so entirely to other hands, that waut 
and starvation are almost as abundantas bibles: unfortunately 
what is meet for the soul is any thing but meat for the body, 
and consequently it is very questionable how far those persons 
positively do good, who open their purses with prodigality for 
the religious instruction of the poor, and leave them to shift 
for themselves in the matter of their worldly necessities. 
Holiness no doubt is a most comfortable thing, but so is a good 
dinner, and a clear conscience is a fine thing, but an empty 
stomach is not indispensable to its full appreciation. We 
should be the last to find fault with the system of giving reli- 
gious instruction to the poor, but when twenty times as much 
money is devoted to the purpose as would clothe and feed some 
thousands of starving families, it hecomes a matter for consi- 
deration what can be the source of so much exclusive liberality 
in the cause of piety. The fact is, that too many of the con- 
tributors to Bible funds are actuated by tbe most interested 
motives; and taking in the literal sense the words ‘‘ He ‘hat 
giveth to the poor dendeth to the Lord,” there are thousands 
who put down so much per annum in this manner, and look to 
their heavenly Father as they would to the Bank for the 
interest. They are charitable merely that they may be (as 
they imagine) sure of salvation, and eousider a subscription to 
a bible fund as sure a means of booking their place to heaven, 
as a deposit of half a soveriegn, paid at a coach office, would 
have the means of securing them a place to Birmingham. 
Charity is in many cases a mere matter of merchandize, and 
whoever sports most, often does so with a view of turning it to 
good account hereafter. If the charity be of a religious cast, 

t is considered to be killing two birds with one stone, and hence 

ithe prosperity of the Bible and Missionary Societies. It is 
disgusting to see religion thus degraded to a mere traffic,—as 
it is by some, who consider that, with their pew at church paid 
for a quarter in advance and their name figuring in the lists o! 
subscribers to at least a couple of pious societies, they are at 
least safe until the next call upon their pockets shall become 
due, and conceive their souls as safe, should they be cut off by 
death in the interim. 
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GLOUCESTERIANA, NO 21. 


His Royal Highness heard the other day that it was the 
intention of a certain nobleman “to ent off his Aedr with & 
shilling.” Bless my soul” blustered the Duke “he can revel 
doit. It is madness for him to try and cut off his hair with a 
shilling. Doesn’t he know it’s the nature of all money to be 
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A gentleman from Rome was the other day eulogizing the 
grandeur of the water-falls at Tivoli. ‘‘ Pooh, nonsense” 
plustered the Duke, “ it’s mere affectation, for who will believe 
that to havea cateract in one’s eye can be at all agreeable?” 





ENGLISH MELODIES, NO. 20. 


Who has not been struck with the mournful beauty of the 
stanzas on the burial of Sir John Moore, and who will not be 
equally alive to the merits of the following verses on the death 
of that veteran rogue the Constitution, who has been dying for 
the last four years at least, and within that period has certainly 
been damned most repeatedly and irretrievably. The lament 
of the Conservative party over his death and burial, abounds in 
feeling and sentiment worthy of a better object. It seems for 
melancholy and softness to rival it’s prototype. 


Arr.—Not a drum was heard. 


Not a moan was heard—not a funeral note, 
As his corpse to the devil they hurried, 
Not a speaker discharged his farewell shot, 

O’er the grave where our idol was buried. 


They buried him darkly at dead of night, 

With their threats our remonstrance turning, 
By the struggling Stephen’s misty light, 

In the brazen socket burning. 


No useless coffin enclosed his breast, 
In a sheet of parchment they bound him, 
And he lay with old Sarum for ever at rest, 
With schedule A around him. 


Few and short were the speeches said, 
And we spoke not a word of sorrow, 

But we mournfully look’d on the face of the dead, 
And thought of the coming morrow. 


We thought as they tumbled him into bis bed, 
And laid him at rest on his pillow, 

That the Radical soon would step over our head, 
And we be turn’d out by the bill—oh! 


Lightly they talk of the spirit that’s gone, 
And o’er his cold ashes upbraid him, 

But England’s destroyed if they let him sleep on, 
In the grave where Lord Russell has laid him. 


But half of our heavy task was done, 
When the time came for ending the session, 
And we heard by the sound of the tower gun, 
That the king was now in procession, 


Slowly and sadly we laid him down, 
From the further defence of the 'Tory, 
We carved not a line on his funeral stone, 

But we left him alone in his glory. 


The following is founded on Shakspeare’s well known stanza, 
and was sung by the stripling Stormont at a tea and turn-out 
ie ‘ly given by the Conservative tabbies of Norwich. The 

ccasion of his favouring his female friends with the dislitch 
Seong was his being re quested to make a speech to them such 
4s they sometimes read in the reports of the proceedings in par- 
lament, 


Ain—Bid me discourse. 
Bid me discourse, I will disgust thine ear, 
And like a Canning trip along with spleen: 
Or like a Praed with wild and stupid air, 
Rave for a month—and yet no meaning seen. 


Chor 


is 0 f Tabbies.)— Or like 
Rave 


a Praed with wild and stupid air, 
for a month and yet no meaning seen, 
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BREVITIES. 


es 


‘* Brevity is the soul of wit.’’—Shakspeare. 





A retort. 

It is said that Bishop Philpotts sometimes goes so far in 
making a false statement, that the most impudent mendacity 
could go no farther.—In this case, he cannot be a person to be 
re-lied on, 


A secret discovered. 
"Tis clear why Sugden, wretched rat, 
Always abuses in his chatter, 
He’s truly such a thorough flat, 


We can’t expect to see him flatter. 


The Ignorance Gang. 
The Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, has 
diffused it so completely that there is none to be found. 


Epigram. 
(On the narrow-mindedness of Lord Eldon.) 


His mind, they say, is narrow—yet, oh Lord, 
His speeches plainly prove his mind’s a- broad. 


Happy Returns. 

Our clever contemporary the Hwaminer expresses a hope 
that Mr. Hume “ will in the next Parliament move for a return 
of the sums expended in prosecutions for the government.” If 
he can obtain a return of any money taken out of the public 
pocket Mr. Ilume will indeed achieve a miracle. 


Epigram. 
| (On Lord Wynford’s delivering his speeches in a sittiag position, owing 
Lo excessive gout. ) 
| In asserting that Best is with villany rife, 
I very much doubt if the Whigs misreport him, 
Since two members attach’d to his person through life, 
Have, on recent occasions, refus’d to support him!! 


A Clerical Long Bow. 
It is not surprising that the Bishop of Exeter is a very tal 
man, for that he goes great lengths is proverbial. 
The Zing’s Speech. 
(Exclusive. ) 
Said the king “ althuugh Figaro’s vastly inclin’d 
To prove me a monarch deficient in mind, 
His charge is undoubtedly false as ’tis rude, 
For while Adelaide lives I can’t help being shrew'd. 
A Prodigy. 
“ Lyndhurst has lately paid”—*“ Ah say, what is it, 
His tailor’s bill?’ ‘“* Oh no—the king a visit.” 
Inquest Extraordinary. 
Died one from taking a too strong emetic— 
Verdict—teard Wynford doing the pathetic. 
Advertisement Extraordinary. — 
Wanted an office, with possession ready, 
Apply immediately to Barber Neddy. 


Epigram. 
(On the standing title of “most religious,’ which is invariably given t 
the Kings of England.) 
That he’s our “ most religious” none disputes, 
ut yet when every thing is said and done, 
© Most i impious” as well our monarch suits, 
Since at a time, thank heaven, we have but one ! 
Distressing Intelligence. 
We are really extremely dejected to find 
That the Queen is a woman of barber-ous mind, 
Because we are told by a friend of the frows, 
That she’s frequently given to lather her spouse. 


een 
—— Ee 
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A proper Spirit. 

Lord Kenyon was asked the other day which of the two 
Kings he sided with in the dis spute between their Majesties of 
Belgium and the Netherlands. His conduct in the House of 
Lords one night, after attending a dinner at the Freemason's 
Tavern, clearly proves his partiality for Hollands. 

A Proverb refuted. 
"Tis false that 7gnorance is bliss, 
For Stormont is a precious sappy, 
And yet ’tis known in spite of this, 
The youthful idiot is not happy. 


A bad Prospect. 

Ear] Grey advised their holinesses, the Bishops, to look at 
home. On conte mplating certain signs of the times, both here 
and in Ireland, we should recommend the worthy fathers in 
God to look out. 

Sheep and Wethers. 
The parsons say, they and the poor 
Go on, as near as can, together; 
The former eat the sheep, and sure 
The latter feed upon the we(a )ther. 


THEATRICALS. 


Before starting on our promised trip to the provinces, we 
paid a Jast, and not unwelcome adieu to the Haymarket, the 
undeservedly crowded state of which, has for a long time 
excited our disgust. We do not mean to say, that the abilities 
of Miss Phillips are not sufficient to draw houses, but the dis- 
graceful filching of the talents of authors, and in one sense of 
the property of other managers, reflects great discredit upon 
Mr. Morris: as we have before enlarged upon this topic we 
shall say no more at present. ‘‘ Want of room” compelled us 
to mount into the slips, where, to our horror and annoyance, 
were seated two women without bonnets, evidently the mistresses 
of the robes to the mistresses of the saloon, who at every 
clap-trap in the Hunchlack, (which are sufficiently numerous) 
stamped and hammered their unweildy hoofs upon the floor, so 
as forcibly to remind us of the jogging motion of the engine 
on board a Margate steamer. Whether these harridans are 
paid extra, by Mr. Morris, out of the extra receipts of his 
piratics il ap propri ations we know not, but that they are a most 
insufferable nuisance we can readily testify, and we only wonder 
that the folks in the first circle, have not ere this presented a 
memorial to the management desiring that the damnable noise 
With respect to the Rent Day, we 
can only afford to notice Mr. Gallot, who as the principal 
rufian played his part with that rich gusto, and prurient 
ribaldry, w hich left us nothing to wish, excepting perhaps, that 
air is now holding he would furnish himself 


iu the. sli ps may cease. 
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with a salt-box and rolling-pin, and there exhibit his perfections, 
for we assure him with great sincerity, that his manner of 
lolloping out his tongue, and pointing his thumb over his 
shoulder, would enable him (with the additions which we have 
mentioned) to perform to the life the part of a most unexcep- 
tionable blackguard. 

As very little s seems to be stirring in the theatrical world in 
London, the readers of Figaro may not perhaps object to know 
a little of what is doing in that way, throughout the country,— 
The drama is, we are sorry to say, at a frightfully low ebb, 
and the company on the stage, though meagre enough in all 
the provinces, is often by far more numerous than the company 
comprising the audience. At the Yarmouth theatre where we 
dropped in a few evenings ago, we found the two leading per- 
formers to be a youth named //ieks who, when in London, 
delivers messages at the Surrey, and Mr. Gill, of whom the 
metropolis knows no more than froma police report which made 
some talk a few months ago, when he had been taken up on 
suspicion of being a pickpocket. ‘These two worthies divide 
the principal characters between them—Hicks looking still as 
much like a baker’s journeyman as he does in his own situation 
at the Surrey, and poor Mr. Gill being in appearance just such 
a person as would afford a slight justification to any policeman 
who might think right upon looking at him to hurry him off to 
the station house. —With these persons as principal performers 
much of a house could hardly be expected, and therefore on 
going to see the Se hool for Scandal, we were not surprised to 
find ourselves alone in the boxes. ‘There were three or four 
women in the pit, and accordingly a ridiculous affair occurred, 
for an apology being thought necessary for the absence of one 
of the actors,a person came forward and addressed the house as 
‘¢ Ladies and”—when glancing at us sitting in solitary state in 
the boxes, he substituted “ Ladies and Sir,” for the usual exor- 
dium of * Ladies and Gentlemen.” ‘The performance of Sheri- 
dan’s comedy was richer than we ever remember to have seen it. 
Charles Surface wearing flannel drawers, vice dress tights, 
and the Joseph of the night sporting a seedy surtout with the 
skirts pinned up,as an apology for a regular coat.—After 
this, criticism would be supertluous—the comedy was got 
through in a manner, and at the end of the play a little man 
came forward to brawl the King, God bless him. The singev’s 
hat was evidently serionsly too large for him, a fact which 
plainly proved that his own being too shabby, he had borrowed 
the one in the company that was thought most worthy of ap- 
pearing before a British audience.— Tom and Jerry concluded, 
in which Hicks as the blackguard called Corinthian ‘Tom, was 
even more in his element than he sometimes is as an assassin in 
some terrible melo-drama when at home in his Surrey quarters. 
We left the house in great disgust at the procecdings, and 
grieved to find to how low an ebb the drama has fallen in the 
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